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What is WHMIS 2015/GHS?
GHS is an international initiative to
standardize chemical hazards
classification and communications
globally. GHS has been adopted by
many of Canada’s trading partners,
including the United States.
WHMIS a national hazards
communication system that provides
information on the safe use of
hazardous products in Canadian
workplaces. GHS has not replaced
WHMIS. WHMIS has incorporated
GHS elements, resulting in new
standardized:

WHMIS 2015/GHS Components
•

Classification criteria

•

Label requirements

•

Safety data sheets (SDS) requirements (formerly
Material safety date sheets (MSDS))

SYMBOLS: WHMIS 2015/GHS
(NEW SYMBOLS)

What has Changed with WHMIS 2015/GHS
WHMIS 2015 aligns the hazards classification and
communication requirements with those used in the U.S. and
by other major trading partners. The key changes from
WHMIS 1988 to WHMIS 2015 are

•
•
•
•
•
•

More comprehensive hazard classification criteria
New hazard classes
Physical hazard criteria now consistent with the
Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG)
Regulations
Standardized language
New requirements for supplier labels
New standardized 16-section safety data sheet
(SDS) format

Hazard Classes and Categories
WHMIS 2015 divides hazardous products into two major
hazard groups: physical hazards and health hazards. These
two groups are further divided into hazard classes, which
group together products with similar properties.
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TYPES OF HAZARDS:

Methods of Exposure

PHYSICAL HAZARDS

The form that a hazardous material takes on will affect how it
enters the human body. There are three primary routes of
entry into the body.

These are dangerous because they can be harmful and
cause damage through fire and explosion.

Ingestion
This means taking a material into
the body by mouth (swallowing).
Ingestion of toxic materials may
occur as a result of eating or
smoking with contaminated
hands.

They include:

•

Compressed Air

Absorption
•

Corrosive

•

Explosives

Substances that contact the eyes
and / or the skin may be either
absorbed into the body or cause
local effects

Inhalation
•

Flammable

•

Oxidizers

This means taking a material into
the body by breathing it in. In the
lungs, very tiny blood vessels are
in constant contact with the air we
breathe. As a result, airborne
contaminants can easily be
absorbed through this tissue.

HEALTH HAZARDS
These possess a wide variety of threats, form minor
irritations like a skin rash all the way to cancer
They include:

•

Acute Toxicity

•

Health Hazards

•

Irritants

•

Corrosive

Labels
Exposure to some chemicals may not bother you at first, but
with time begin to cause reaction after continuous use. These
are called sensitizers, some products have “multiple effects”,
they can cause cellular changes and reproductive changes.
Hazardous products used in the workplace must be labelled.
Labels alert the worker to the major hazards as well as basic
precautions or safety steps that should be taken. In most
cases suppliers are responsible for labelling hazardous
products. Employers need to ensure that all hazardous
products are labelled, especially if a hazardous product is
transferred from one container to another.
There are two main types of labels: supplier labels and
workplace labels.

Supplier labels:
Exposure to some chemicals may not bother you at first, but
with time begin to cause reaction after continuous use. These
are called sensitizers, some products have “multiple effects”,
they can cause cellular changes and reproductive changes.

Provided or attached by the supplier of the hazardous
product. Most of the label elements are standardized, and
hazard classes and categories have a prescribed signal
word, hazard statements, pictogram(s), and precautionary
statement(s). Supplier labels must be created in English and
French.
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Suppliers must also meet label requirements for shipping.
Depending on how the product is being shipped, the
Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act may require
additional labels.

WHMIS 1988 Supplier Label
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Workplace labels: are less detailed than supplier labels.
A workplace label provides the following information about a
hazardous product:

•

The product identifier (name)

•

Safe handling information

•

A reference to the SDS

Workplace labels are required when:

•

A hazardous product is made at the workplace and
used in that workplace

•

A hazardous product is decanted (e.g., transferred
or poured) into another container

•

A supplier label is lost or cannot be read

WHMIS 2015/GHS Supplier Label

Safety Data Sheets (SDS)
Every product classified as a hazardous product under
WHMIS 2015 that is found in a workplace must have a safety
data sheet (SDS). An SDS tells you

•

The product's hazards

•

How to use the product safely

•

What to expect if the recommendations aren't
followed

•

How to recognize symptoms of exposure

•

What to do if emergencies occur

WHMIS requires a standard 16-section SDS. All information
on the SDS must appear in the specified order.
In British Columbia, SDSs must be checked every three
years to ensure they include the most current information.
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Wrapping-Up Your WHMIS Training
To be fully trained in WHMIS 2015/GHS, you need to
complete 4 tasks.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Review this document for the basic training material.
Review the WHMIS Symbols Poster (Pictured)
Complete the Quiz
Review the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for the controlled
products in your area.

More Information
For more information, please speak with your Supervisor or
contact the WHMIS Coordinator.
WHMIS Coordinator

Responsibilities
WHMIS requires a standard 16-section SDS. All information
on the SDS must appear in the specified order.
In British Columbia, SDSs must be checked every three
years to ensure they include the most current information.
There are three key WHMIS participants that have specific
responsibilities.
Suppliers
•

Classify all controlled products

•

Supply proper labels and SDS

•

Keep information on labels and SDS current

Employer
•

Educate and train workers

•

Provide safe work procedures

•

Ensure availability of proper up-to-date labels and
SDS

Workers
•

Understand content and significance of labels and
SDS

•

Follow safe work procedures

•

Notify employer about problems with labels and
SDS
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